Vertigo Discussion Questions
1) Where do instances of voyeurism turn up in Vertigo?

2) What are the differences between Madeleine and Judy? Think physical differences, differences in personality, differences in mannerisms and voice, differences in their circumstances, differences in their class, etc. Think about what it means to “have class.” Does Madeleine have class?  Why? Judy?
3) Why does Scottie like Madeleine more than Judy? There are several reasons. Think of what we know about Scottie—how was Madeleine designed for him? (Who do YOU like more, Madeleine or Judy?) 

4) How does Scottie objectify Judy? How does “Madeleine” get objectified, before her? 

5) Why is Midge the “other girl,” the unattractive girl? (Hint, relate this back to what are “accepted” or “status quo” standards for how women should look and act.) 

6) Think about the end of the movie, with Scottie looking down at Judy’s body: based upon this ending, what theme does Hitchcock want us to come away with? 

7) An alternate ending adds a scene: A sobered Scottie comes back to Midge’s apartment. She knows something is wrong, but doesn’t press him. The two of them look out the window of her apartment and down. What theme is THIS ending meant to convey? 
8) Is Scottie the victim or the perpetrator in this movie? What are we meant to think of him?  

9) How does this relate to our previous conversations on aesthetics/hegemony/or replications of the power structure? What is unquestionably accepted? Explain. 
10) Vertigo is two hours long, slow moving, with only three main characters. Something about the personalities of Scottie, Midge and Judy must connect with viewers to sustain their interest in the film for so long. Yet all three characters are dominated by their flaws. What are their main flaws and how might a viewer identify with these flaws?
11) Think about the difference between the philosophies of universality and relativism. How might they change your perception of these characters? 

