Activity ONE: 

Review a few concepts first: 

-Hegemony

-Base/superstructure

-Dominant Ideology 

Discuss the dominant ideologies present in the film. 

1. How did Elster make his money? Why couldn’t he simply divorce his wife? 

2. What do we know about Judy’s character and background? Why was she such an easy target for both Elster and Scottie? 

3. What did Scottie find so appealing about Madeline? Describe her character and appearance. How was she dressed, styled and presented to Scotty? 

Activity TWO:
The film as a piece of art. 

Read the review of the film and discuss the reasons why this film might be considered the “greatest film ever made.” Pull quotes from this article to share and discuss with the other students. Consider our discussions on music, tragedy, catharsis, and hegemony. How does each of these factors play a role in this film? 

