Speak Your Truth
Goal: Produce a written piece that expresses an opinion you want/need to share.  You get to choose both the content and the form of the piece.
· Perhaps you are an expert on a topic - write about that.
· Perhaps you’ve had an experience that you want to share because that experience led you to some truth - write about that.
· Perhaps you have a solution to a problem - write about that.
· Perhaps you have been asking a lot of questions about a big issue - write about that.
· Perhaps you know the world could be better if we just did _______, be an activist - write about that 
Our only requirement - you express an opinion about which others may or may not agree and you do so through writing.
Questions you’ll have to answer as the author of the piece
· What do I want to say?

· What kind of piece do I want to produce?

· What effect do I want to have on my audience?

· What are the right choices to say what I have to say to the audience I’m going to have to cause that audience to feel what I want them to feel?

Process
1. Commit to a topic

2. Gather ideas through specific writing activities about that topic

3. Draft IN CLASS all at once

4. Work through several revision strategies

5. Edit and format your piece for the audience

6. Publish your piece

Assessment
→ Gathering: 
C = 4 out of 6 
B = 5 out of 6 
A = 6 out of 6 
→ Revision Strategies (2):  
C = both completed with in-class partner 
B = plus you found one other person not in our class to do one strategy with 
A = plus you met your instructor outside of class for feedback 
→ Editing Formatting: 
C = final piece has minimal to no unintentional convention errors and minimal to no obvious formatting choices
B = final piece has no unintentional convention errors and has obvious formatting choices 
A = final has no unintentional convention errors and has obvious formatting choices AND a written description of choices made on formatting/errors with explanation provided 
So how will you know if the final published draft of the piece is any good? 
We’re giving you a real audience who will provide real feedback.  Our interest for assessment is how you got to that final piece and what you think about that final piece (which you’ll tell us in a required reflection).
The product for our purposes = your commitment to the process, as scored in the 3 areas above.  We will average your score between the 3 categories. Failure to faithfully complete the reflection will be cost you 10 points from your score.
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