Get a Second Opinion - Revision Strategy 2

1. Switch computers with your partner and each silently read the other’s work. As you read keep the questions below in mind. You will answer EVERY question, so be prepared.

a. What did you expect when you read the beginning? How did that change as you read?
b. Where does your attention/interest start to stray? Be specific. Point to a line.
c. What details, ideas, people, events do you want to know more about?

d. Where in the piece are you confused about a detail, about what happened, about how ideas are connected?
e. What impression do you have after the ending? What feeling are you left with? Do you find their point convincing?
f. What opinion is the writer trying to share? Why does this idea/story seem important enough to share for the writer? 
2. Take turns talking through your answers to all the questions above. As you are answering the questions about your partner’s piece, he/she should be taking notes on his/her copy of this paper. 
(At the end of this, YOU will have notes YOU took about what your partner said about YOUR piece on this paper. If you don’t have much written, demand they say more.)

3. Once you’ve both answered the questions and taken notes. Switch back your computers and make changes based on what your partner just said.  Remember, if your partner’s reaction was not what you expected or hoped, you’ll need to change the writing to get the reaction you hope for.
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