Great Ideas Final Project
Task:
Choose a philosophical or ethical question that interests you.  Research various answers (across time, cultures, fields of expertise and viewpoints) that have been offered to that question.  Present the conversation of answers between your chosen sources, your critique of those answers, AND your answer to the chosen question.
Project:
Product that presents your answer to the conversation + Presentation of that Product
( all sources and your critique or/response to the sources are clearly represented

( your answer is provided alongside that of your sources

Potential Ideas: CD, poetry collection, short story, play, piece/collection of art that you made, film, game, video game, children’s book, graphic novel, filmed TED Talk, magazine, website, newspaper, documentary film
Assessment:
TWO GRADES come out of this project:

1.  a major grade in the 3rd 6 weeks for completing all the tasks required for the project AND 2. your final exam grade for the class (25% of your class grade).
- The Major Grade rubric is provided to you in the packet.
- Depending on the final product you choose, you will be given specific requirements to complete for the final exam grade. Everyone will both turn in a final product AND present that final product to the class on an assigned day. See below.
General Rubric for Final Project:
70%  Final Product 
→ Meets all of the requirements for the specific chosen product
→ Care and effort is evident
(this includes, but is not limited to)
- all written components are typed and show evidence of revision 
- appropriate credit is given for images/media used in product
- organization is logical and effective
- chosen medium clearly communicates message 
30%  Presentation 
(7 - 10 min presentation + 5 min Q&A) 
→ Student is prepared (as necessary: handouts ready, technology worked out, etc.)
→ Presentation is organized and engaging
→ Presentation choice is appropriate and effective 
→ Student can answer questions convincingly 
→ Student expresses a final take away from their project
Final Project Calendar

Week of November 17-20
- exploring potential central questions
- doing preliminary research to understand topic


( Thursday, 11/20: Central Question WS must be signed for full credit
Week of November 24-25 

- gathering and reading sources
- organizing and critiquing sources
( Tuesday, 11/25: Source Evaluation for 3 sources due as a Participation Grade
Week of December 1-5
- gathering and reading sources
- critically considering product medium
· Thursday 12/4: Other 3 sources completed on Source Evaluation as a Participation Grade
( Friday, 12/5: Final Product WS must be signed for full credit
Week of December 8-12 

- perfecting MLA Works Cited page
- writing Coherent Conversation
- working on final product 

( Thursday 12/11: Full Project Packet Due: Rubric, Signed Central Question and Final Product Sheets, Coherent Conversation and Works Cited
( Friday 12/12: Presentations begin! 
Name ____________________________________________

For the Major Grade
All the following documents will be turned in on Thursday 12/11 for a Major Grade.  Documents should be stapled together IN THIS ORDER with this page on top! Failure to do so will result in a loss of 5 points.
_____ /20 
Central Question WS
· Completely filled out. 

· Signed by instructor ON TIME (not signed -5pts; signed late -3pts.)

_____ /20 
Final Product WS
· Completely filled out. 

· Signed by instructor ON TIME (not signed -5pts; signed late -3pts.)

_____ /10 
Works Cited Page (no handout here; you print this and include it)

· Typed; correctly formatted in MLA; all sources listed
_____ /50 
Coherent Conversation (no handout here; you print this and include it)
· Typed; in complete edited/revised sentences; follows given guidelines; all sources are addressed appropriately
_________ /100 
Major Grade
Research Project Source Evaluations
One of your primary goals is to curate a conversation between disparate voices on a topic of your choosing.  While we hope along the way you discover an answer for yourself, at the very least we’d like for you to see how others have tackled your difficult question.

In your final product I must see evidence that you have read, considered and synthesized at least 6 sources.  Between the 6 sources you must have a variety:

· of opinions

· of fields

· of expertise

· of time periods

· of cultures

Other requirement:

· 2 of your 6 sources must come from academic sources (peer-reviewed journals, university publications, some university websites, government research institutions, etc.)

For each source you must prove you have read it, defend its reliability and articulate a response to its answer. To do that you will answer the following questions (for each source).

1. Summarize the source’s answer to your central question.

2. Prove the validity/credibility/reliability of the source.  Address the source’s credentials on your given topic. Address how other trustworthy sources have responded to your source. Evaluate the trustworthiness of the source’s evidence/claims.

3. Clearly articulate your agreement or disagreement with how your source has answered your central question.

Answers to these questions should be typed and turned in via hard copy on the given due dates. Each check is a daily grade for the 6 weeks.

