The Ethics of Food Production –Group Response
Major Grade
The United States currently has around 320 million citizens that are in need of food each day they are alive. When discussing the ethics behind food production and distribution many ethical concerns are raised. These concerns include (but are not limited to): treatment of animals, the environment, climate change, agriculture, genomics, poverty, and conservation. Such ethical concerns also open up difficult and interesting philosophical questions about justice, moral status, future generations, and the scope of rights for all concerned. Further, this is an ethical issue that affects everyone as we all must eat to sustain our health and vitality. 
Your assignment (with a group of no more than THREE other students) is to research ONE interest group from the list below and advocate for this group/party and their position in this debate. You will be required to find a minimum of FOUR sources that fully explain your group’s position in the conversation regarding ethics in food production and consumption. (Make sure you find something that is direct from your party’s camp- such the Chipotle’s website and their ads) to help better understand the aims of your party. Of course, you are more than welcome to also reference sources that speak about your party to help you better understand their position.) 
*Chipotle & restaurants like this

*The government/ FDA/EPA in charge of feeding its citizens

*Private corporations such as Tyson, National Beef, JBS, Cargill

*Farmers/ growers who run mass production plants/ industrial farms

*Environmentalists/ conservationists (these interest groups can vary) 
*Animal rights activists

*GMOs (companies such as Monsanto who engage in Genomics & gene patenting) 

*Organic farmers and food producers
*Family of FOUR on an average US household income ($51,000)

1. What is at stake for your party (what is their interest in the conversation)?
2. Defend your position with evidence from what you found/read/discussed with your other group members.
3. What is an obstacle for your interest group? Are there competing interest groups rallying against you? (Think PETA fighting industrial farms on behalf of animal rights, etc.)
4.  Describe the ethical principles that best fit with your interest group. Defend your answer with evidence.

Email or share with me on Google docs your group’s response to these questions. Please attempt to write your responses into one coherent document rather than one by one (think, if your company or interest group was asked to give a statement regarding their position in this conversation, what their response would look like? You will need to include a works cited page with each group’s response. We will have a debate with each party represented in class on _____________. You will be graded on your write-up and research AND your participation and clearly articulated platform during this debate. YOU MUST USE QUALITY RESEARCH TO BACK UP YOUR ETHICAL VIEWPOINT in order to earn a high grade. 
