Dialectical Analysis 
Major Grade
Due Date: 
Individually assigned. 
Purpose: Grapple with one of the big questions presented in class from our readings, our discussions and/or our website. Grappling with a question means not merely summarizing, but truly having a conversation with the ideas of people.  Our interest is in seeing you question the ideas and values - their significance and their limitations - of the readings we present in class, of sources you find on your own, and most importantly,  of your own thinking.  The goal is not necessarily to come to the final answer, but instead to present a snapshot of your search for an answer to some of life’s big questions.  Be engaged with the readings, learn how to form and clearly articulate your opinions about what is being discussed, and bring your own voice into the conversation. 
Process:  
1. Choose a big question that interests you.  Choose any reading covered in class prior to the due date of your DA.  Choose another source* that offers a similar/different response to the big question you’re interested in. 
What counts as a source*:
-Books
-Plays
-Poetry
-Articles (newspaper, magazine, journal, internet, etc.) 
-Blog entries (of others, not your own)
-Movies, TV episodes 
2. In a typed, double-spaced, 2 page, TNR, MLA citations required-paper:  
Present your conversation with the two sources you’ve chosen.  Papers must be submitted to Turnitin.com by the due date to receive credit.
Before step #1 (really all semester long): As you read, annotate and jot down comments, questions, and conclusions about the author’s opinions in relation to your own. When properly engaged in a reading you should be asking yourself questions like, what is the author’s intent? What did I think learn from their perspective? What, if anything, changed your former way of thinking before reading the text? (Further questions to stimulate your thinking and a sample structure are provided on the class website.)
*For the first TWO DAs you may choose any secondary source you wish to help facilitate your engagement with the class reading. For the THIRD and final DA, you MUST use an article from an academic journal as your second source. 
What NOT to do:
Summarize.  Your goal is to have an opinion about the opinions of others.  Merely summarizing will result in a failing grade.  You may agree with something you read, but if you do, explain why.  When you disagree, explain why and offer evidence to support your opinion.  Question the opinions of others, but also question your own thinking and the experiences that have led you to those conclusions.
Turn in careless writing: This is a major grade and should be treated as such.  Sloppy writing (spelling, grammar, punctuation errors) is unacceptable as is failing to properly cite your sources and to give credit for the ideas from your sources.
Revision: Everyone has the opportunity to revise and resubmit a DA if you are unhappy with the grade.  Revisions must be turned in within ONE WEEK from the day it was returned to you.  Revisions will not be accepted without the original graded paper attached.  The revised DA score will be averaged with the original score.
Grades:
A: Student presents a clear understanding of the opinions in both the class and the secondary source and offers convincing and thought-provoking responses to those ideas.  Student analyzes his/her own thinking.  Writing is nearly flawless and shows evidence of careful consideration of both the question and potential answers.
B: Student presents the ideas of others, but not always clearly.  Student makes few connections between the two readings and/or the readings and his/her personal opinions and experiences.  Writing contains some errors that get in the way of the reader’s understanding.

C: Student presents summary, but little analysis, of the two sources .  Paper includes careless writing, fails to follow given guidelines and/or fails to provide MLA citations.  Student only analyzes one source.
