Cultural Hegemony & Physical Aesthetics 
Guy Debord (December 28, 1931 – November 30, 1994) was a French Marxist theorist, writer, filmmaker, member of the Letterist International, founder of a Letterist faction, and founding member of the Situationist International movement.
The Letterist International was a Paris-based collective of radical artists and theorists between 1952 and 1957. It was created by Guy Debord and went on to join others in forming the Situationist International, taking some key techniques and ideas with it.
In order to have the most productive and informed conversation possible, we need to define and understand a couple terms as Debord uses them. 

These terms will be used frequently throughout our conversation and readings: 

1. Commodity Fetishism: In Karl Marx's critique of the political economy of capitalism, commodity fetishism is the perception of the social relationships involved in production, not as relationships among people, but as economic relationships among the money and commodities exchanged in market trade. As such, commodity fetishism transforms the subjective, abstract aspects of economic value into objective, real things that people believe have intrinsic value.
2. Situationism: Refers to an approach to behavior which holds that general traits do not exist (perhaps apart from Intelligence). Behavior, then, is seen as being influenced by external, situational factors rather than internal traits or motivations. 
3. Neoliberalism: An approach to economic and social studies in which control of economic factors is shifted from the public sector to the private sector.
Use the remainder of this sheet (and the back)  for your notes. Write down what you don’t understand, don’t agree with, want to support, can relate to, or are confused by. Further, do you see any connections to what he is arguing in 1967 and what Chris Hedges is arguing in 2009? 
· “He is talking about alienation, the commodification of almost every aspect of life and the profound social sea-change whereby any notion of the authentic becomes almost impossible.” Explain. 
· "The spectacle is not a collection of images, but a social relation among people, mediated by images." Explain. 
