Character Mapping 
When looking at a person’s ethical choices, we can think of in terms of an equation: motivation + actions = consequences. If you are speaking with a person who lives by Kantian ethics, they will tell you that it is the motivations that determine the worth of an action. However, if you are speaking with someone who follows utility ethics, they will explain that only after the consequences follow an action, can an action be deemed ethical or unethical (depending on whether the consequences are favorable to the majority of people involved). 

To determine the worth of various character’s actions, you will explore the possible consequences that might have occurred had the character made different choices. Remember, you must assume that the characters are rational and working upon a similar base of knowledge as the others involved. For your character, select what you and your group members view as their main three ethical choices throughout the film. 

Ask yourself: 

1. What is the dilemma/choice? 

2. What are the character’s motivations? 

3. What are the various solutions/avenues this character could have chosen? 

4. What are the consequences to each of the choices above? How would a different decision on this issue affect other characters? 

5. What was the choice your character actually makes in the film? What were the consequences? 

6. What big questions does this film raise? How can you see answers to this big question illustrated in the choices your character makes? 

Map the various choices your character makes throughout the film on a piece of poster paper and explain to your classmates what other options could have been available to your character. Finally (and most importantly) evaluate each choice your character makes in terms of motivations versus consequences. Upon which set of ethical principles do you see your character operating? Does it change throughout the film? How do you know? 
