Chris Hedges (September 1956) is an American journalist specializing in American politics and society. Hedges is also known as the best-selling author of several books including War Is a Force That Gives Us Meaning (2002) and a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction—Empire of Illusion: The End of Literacy and the Triumph of Spectacle (2009).
Hedges is currently a columnist for news website Truthdig, a senior fellow at The Nation Institute in New York City, and a contributing author for OpEdNews. He spent nearly two decades as a foreign correspondent in Central America, the Middle East, Africa and the Balkans. He has reported from more than fifty countries, and has worked for the Christian Science Monitor, NPR, the Dallas Morning News, and the New York Times,where he was a foreign correspondent for fifteen years (1990–2005).
In 2002, Hedges was part of the team of reporters at the New York Times awarded the Pulitzer Prize for the paper's coverage of global terrorism. He also received the Amnesty International Global Award for Human Rights Journalism in 2002. He has taught at Columbia University, New York University, Princeton University and the University of Toronto. He currently teaches prisoners at a maximum-security prison in New Jersey. 
→ In Empire of Illusion Hedges argues that we now live in two societies; the first is literate and can cope with complexity. The second is retreating from a reality-based world into one of false certainty and magic. 
Reference from the reading: 
Immanuel Kant & his Categorical Imperative: 
The ethics of Kant the unconditional moral principle that one's behavior should accord with universalizable maxims which respect persons as ends in themselves; the obligation to do one's duty for its own sake and not in pursuit of further ends. Treat every action as though it were a universal standard for human behavior. 
→ Break apart his argument.
“The Illusion of Literacy” 
· What is he saying regarding illusions? How does he define this term? 
· Compare this with Plato’s use of the term shadows. Where are the parallels between these arguments? Which do you agree with more? Why? 
· What is his argument regarding our illusions in current American society? List the examples he uses. Do any of this examples sound familiar? Explain. 
· Do you agree or disagree with this assessment of our American culture and what we value? Why or why not? Identify your reasoning here and be ready to defend tomorrow. 
“The Illusion of Wisdom” 
· Break down his critique of university level education. What does he specifically have an issue with? How does this relate to his former statement regarding illusions and grandiosity in our culture? What are the specific connections he’s making? 
· What is taught to a student at university level? What is valued?
· While you are not a college student (yet), you are at a highly advanced college preparatory school. Does his description of our educational system sound at all familiar to you? Why or why not? Use anecdotal evidence here of your own experiences in school. 
· “Even in the anemic and marginalized world of the humanities, what is taught exists in a moral void… the flight from the humanities has become a flight from conscience” (18-26). He likens the teaching of the humanities (in an ideal sense) to a social or moral collective conscience. Put into your own words what this means and what he is arguing is the reality of our situation. Have you ever seen or experienced or understand this collective conscience he refers to in your own life? If so, what is it? How can you define it? Again, you may use anecdotal evidence to defend your position here. Most of our conscience and our understanding of morality is taught to us through our interactions with other people. It is further solidified through what we read, view, and surround ourselves with. What is taught to you through your surroundings? 
Any of his argument that you recognize and understand? Relate to? Are freaked out by? Explain. 
Use this space to write down any and all thoughts that I did not ask about above. 
*** Ask me about anything you don’t understand. Don’t skip over things that are unclear. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHnjc1gde8c- 
Clip of Hegdes reading from his book and taking questions at a community forum. 
