Ambiguity 
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Highlight statements you agree with to get you to start thinking about the film and the ideologies present. 
Hitchcock pioneered the use of morally ambiguous characters in cinema. Vertigo is no exception and marks an important step in the reversal of roles that Hitchcock ultimately achieves in Frenzy (1972). In Frenzy the hero is despicable while the villain is likeable; this has become common place today - Darth Vadar, Dirty Harry, Hans Gruber, Jules and Vincent are only a few examples. In Vertigo Hitchcock creates a film filled with morally ambiguous characters that are more negative than positive. For instance Jimmy Stewart's character, Scottie, has abandoned the world of law to become a policeman, which he then abandons to become a detective. He falls in love with the object of detection, a woman who he believes is his friend’s wife; he therefore breaks both his professional and personal codes of conduct. He is not a good detective - he fails in following Madeleine, discovering the truth about Gavin, and about Judy. He doesn't remain objective as a detective and instead becomes part of the story. He is tricked twice. He is responsible for three deaths. He molds Judy into Madeleine in a manner that denotes lust and obsession not love. He has vertigo. He is a voyeur. He has a nervous breakdown where he is in a state of suspension, this relates to his identity crisis (which is why he has so many names in the film - a Hitchcock trait). He is not honest with Midge. He is naive, gullible, and full of self doubt and he wears a corset. On the positive side he does solve the mystery, faces himself and is ultimately refashioned by these women. 
Kim Novak's character is also loaded with negative attributes, she is a masochist. She allows herself to be molded by both Scottie and Gavin. She is the object of gaze and allows it. She is the mistress of a married man. She too has a crisis of identity (again a number of names). She tricks the detective Scottie by hiding in plain sight. She lies (this is depicted in scenes when she is usually standing in front of an open doorway, with a lot happening behind her. This represents the secret she’s hiding). On the positive side she confesses in a letter but then doesn't send it, which is again negative. Midge too is negative, she is not sexually attractive, paints a joke painting to hurt Scottie and showcase her own attractiveness (which ultimately backfires), is jealous and a voyeur herself. She is smart and professional though. Gavin Elster, the old college buddy, yearns for the past, has a mistress and tempts both Scottie and Judy; he is therefore representative of the devil within this world. He is however good looking and a cultured business man.  Therefore, he gets away with all of his crimes while every other character suffers because of his actions. The four above characters are all ambivalent in some way, most clearly seen with Madeleine/Judy. This creates a perception problem for the audience. The audiences therefore have vertigo as well. 
